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Contested meanings of volunteering



THE RYVU APPROACH TO DECOLONIZING 

PARTICIPATORY METHODOLOGY

•

•

•

•
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➢ Umuganda – Rwanda (coming together for a common purpose)

➢ Ujamaa – Tanzania (familyhood and communalism of traditional African society) (Ibhawoh and Dibua, 

2003)

➢ Iddir – Ethiopia - traditional financial system (Aredo, 1993): This was a kind of insurance programme 

run by a community or a group to meet emergency situations. The original purpose of the iddir was 

the burial of the dead.

➢ Ibikorwa Rusangi – Burundi : Activities organized at community level for purposes of public interest 

(Muchiri et al 2019). Working together is the main objective. It is organized by elders to bring 

community spirit together to accomplish a particular task within a short period of time.

➢ “Bulungi bwansi”  - Uganda (for the good of the nation): 

Voluntary community involvement to keep the environment 
clean. 

➢ Ubuntu – Southern  Africa (humanness or being human (Lutz, 

2009); I am because we are (Mbiti 1969))

➢ Harambee – Kenya (Self-help) denotes collective effort, 

community self-reliance, cooperative enterprise and all forms 

of collective self-reliance (Mbithi and Rasmusson, 1977).

RETHINKING THE CONCEPTS OF 

‘FORMAL’ & ‘INFORMAL’ 

VOLUNTEERING

Whose Reality Counts?

In Uganda, these practices have weakened due to influx of foreign aid and popularization of government welfare 

programmes (Park, J.D 2019).



❑ is space and time-bounded, and it
refers to the conquest, subordination
and administration of a place.

❑ is “a power structure that subverts,
destroys, reinvents, appropriates,
and replaces anything it deems an
obstacle to the agenda of colonial
domination and exploitation.

❑ Coloniality, in its turn, refers to “the 
trans-historic expansion of colonial 
domination and its replication in 
contemporary times.”

Unpacking the Theme

• The concept of South-South volunteering has

often been in existence and mostly driven by

altruism and response to community needs

• Horizontality: Volunteering is common in

situations where the volunteer and the recipient

share similar socio-economic profiles

• Volunteering as a bottom-up approach – e.g

Hrambee where ideas and projects for

volunteering are initiated from the community

rather than from the top.

• Volunteering in Africa was mostly informal but in

some cases organized through community

structures such as the institution of elders.

https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2021/2/26/colonialism-in-africa-empire-was-not-ethical
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2021/2/26/colonialism-in-africa-empire-was-not-ethical
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Decolonizing Everyday Concepts in

Research Literature through Peer
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